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Lesson Plan
Topic: Creating a government for the new nation
Lesson: Compromises of the Constitutional Convention
Aim: How did the Great Compromise and 3/5 Compromise save the Constitutional Convention?

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:

1. review weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

2. identify the Great Compromise and the 3/5 Compromise
3. create compromise scenarios as a delegate of the Constitutional Convention

STANDARDS
1&5History of the United States and New York & Civics and Gov’t
ELA: 1, 3. Read, and write to analyze and understand
MATERIALS
1. Handouts: 1790 Census and Reading Notes 8
2. History Alive Textbook

MOTIVATION

Ripping up of the Articles of Confederation
PROCEDURES
1. Do now: 1790 Census handout
2. MINILESSON

a. Review do now
b. Motivation
c. Students will hear a reading passage that will be read aloud twice. They will take notes on the handout provided. 
3. ACTIVITY

a. Students will think pair share to develop a compromise for the listening comprehension
b. Students will answer questions based on notes
4. SUMMARY/ASSESSMENT


a. Assessment: listening comprehension questions
b. Summary: Students will answer aim using Kaplan 3 step method
HOMEWORK

Complete 4 Square Outline for Black History Month essay
KEY QUESTIONS
1. How did the Great Compromise save the Constitutional Convention?

2. Compare your compromise to the actual compromise, which do you think was fair? Support your answer

3. Explain the conditions of the Great Compromise,
Name:






Date:


Period:




During the Constitutional Convention many disputes broke out. The small states and the large states argued over representation. That issue was settled with Great Compromise. The next fight however, would not be so easy to resolve. The issue had been discussed many times before and would continue to be disputed for almost 100 years after the Constitution was written. The issue was SLAVERY.


The northern states were mainly free states (no slavery). Many northerners were against the institution of slavery and did not want to see it continue. 


In the south, where plantations provided the key income for the region, slaves were widely used. In some states slave populations were almost as high as the population of the free whites. It is for that reason that southern states wanted slaves counted toward their population. This would give them more power to pass laws (especially laws to keep slavery).


The northern states felt this was unfair. The north argued that since slaves were considered property and not people by the south, they should not be counted. Governor Morris was quoted in saying “Slavery is the curse of Heaven. Are they men? Then make them citizens and let them vote!”

Directions: In the space provided:

1. Come up with a compromise that will make both parties happy. (Remember, without slavery, the south will walk out and the Constitution would fall apart)

2. Read page 203 in your textbook. Do you agree with the “3/5 Compromise?” Defend your answer.
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