The United States Government Exam

Part I

1. The system of checks and balances was included in the Constitution to

(1) provide a method to change the document

(2) allow voters a voice in the legislative process

(3) ensure that one branch of government would not gain too much power

(4) allow for trial by jury in all civil and criminal cases

2. Which part of the federal government is most directly affected by the results of the federal census (determines population)?

(1) House of Representatives

(2) Supreme Court

(3) president’s cabinet

(4) United States Senate

3. To win support for ratification of the United States Constitution, Federalists agreed to

(1) give up western land claims

(2) restrict the importation of slaves

(3) add a bill of rights to the document

(4) grant voting rights to all adult white males

4. The Constitution of the United States was considered an improvement over the Articles of Confederation because the Constitution changed the

(1) status of slavery

(2) civil rights of minorities

(3) number of Americans eligible to vote

(4) balance of power between national and state governments

5. Which provision was included in the United States Constitution to allow it to adapt to changing times?

(1) separation of powers

(2) an electoral college

(3) a federal system

(4) an amendment process

6. Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 wrote a new constitution because

(1) the Revolutionary War was over

(2) the Articles of Confederation were about to expire

(3) they wanted to increase the power of the states

(4) they believed that a stronger central

government was necessary

7. Many of the settlers of the original thirteen colonies had experienced religious discrimination in Europe. This situation influenced the authors of the United States Constitution to establish

(1) freedom of religion
(2) the right to bear arms

(3) freedom to petition the government

(4) freedom from cruel and unusual punishment

 Base your answers to question 8 on the outline below and your knowledge of social studies
 
• The President can veto a congressional bill.

• The Congress can override a presidential veto.

• The Supreme Court can declare laws made by Congress unconstitutional.

8. Which constitutional principle do these statements illustrate?

(1) flexibility

(2) federalism

(3) checks and balances

(4) federal supremacy

Base your answer to question 9 on the debate between Speakers A and B below and on your knowledge of social studies.


9. In this debate between Speaker A and Speaker B, Speaker A would most likely agree that the leaders of the nation should

(1) establish a monarchy

(2) add a bill of rights to the Constitution

(3) increase the power of the federal government

(4) limit the right to vote to property owners

10. The New York State Constitution, 
adopted in 1777, was important because it

(1) created a national government.

(2) gave control of New York back to England.

(3) influenced the development of the U.S. Constitution.

(4) replaced  the Articles of Confederation.

11. The Preamble of the United States Constitution says that the power to govern originates with the

(1) states 

(2) Supreme Court

(3) president 

(4) people

12. During the struggle over ratification of the Constitution, Federalists and Antifederalists disagreed mainly over the

(1) wisdom of maintaining friendship with England

(2) need for the continuation of slavery

(3) election of George Washington as the first president

(4) division of power between the national government and the states

13. At the Constitutional Convention, the Great Compromise settled the dispute over

(1) representation in Congress

(2) the issue of slavery

(3) the presidential veto power

(4) strengthened the principle of states’ rights

14. Delegates at the Constitutional Convention of 1787 agreed to the Three-Fifths Compromise as a way to

(1) limit the power of the president

(2) provide legal rights for women

(3) settle differences over representation in Congress

(4) establish term lengths for senators
Base your answers to question 15 on the outline below and your knowledge of social studies.
• Congress could not levy and collect   taxes.

• Congress could not regulate interstate or foreign trade.

• There was no national court system to settle disputes.

• The thirteen separate states lacked national unity.

15.  Which document is characterized by these statements?

(1) Articles of Confederation

(2) Federalist Papers

(3) Northwest Ordinance

(4) United States Constitution

16. Supreme Court decisions based on First Amendment issues usually involve the

(1) rights of individuals

(2) control of big business

(3) collection of taxes on income

(4) corruption in government

17. According to the Constitution of the United States, the President can

(1) declare laws unconstitutional

(2) command the Armed Forces

(3) print and coin money

(4) establish trade regulations
18.  The power to make traffic laws, issue marriage licenses, and establish an education system belong to 
(1)  the federal government
(2)  the state governments
(3)  both the state and federal governments
(4)  neither government has those powers
19. The United States Constitution established a government based on a federal system in order to divide power between

(1) state and national governments

(2) state and local governments

(3) the executive and legislative branches

(4) Congress and the House of Representatives
20. An important accomplishment of the Articles of Confederation was

(1) Shay’s Rebellion

(2) the Northwest Ordinance of 1787

(3) regulation of trade among the states

(4) gaining the respect of foreign nations

Base your answers to questions 21 and 22 on the chart below and your knowledge of social studies.
Ratifying the Constitution

21. During which year did the most states ratify the Constitution?

(1) 1787

(2) 1788

(3) 1789

(4) 1790

22. Which state ratified the Constitution on May 23, 1788?

(1) South Carolina

(2) New York

(3) Virginia
(4) New Hampshire


Base your answers to question 23 on the outline below and your knowledge of social studies


· Too much power to the central government. 
· Bill of Rights must be included in the Constitution.

· State governments are too weak

23. Which group would support the arguments made above?

(1) Federalists

(2) Patriots
(3) Antifederalists

(4) Congress


24. What was the purpose of the Constitutional Convention?

(1) To make each state a free and independent nation.

(2) To help each state write a constitution.

(3) To discuss improving the Articles of Confederation.

(4) To ratify the Articles of Confederation.

25. Powers shared by the Federal Government and the State Government are known as
(1) delegated powers

(2) concurrent powers

(3) reserved powers

(4) expressed powers

26. One way in which the United States Constitution differed from the Articles of Confederation was that the Constitution

(1) created a national government having three branches

(2) allowed the direct election of the President by the voters

(3) made the amendment process more difficult

(4) increased the powers of the states

27. Which events are in the correct chronological order? 

(1) Articles of Confederation        United States Constitution       Constitutional Convention

(2) Constitutional Convention       Articles of Confederation        United States Constitution

(3) Articles of Confederation        Constitutional Convention             United States Constitution       

(4) United States Constitution              Articles of Confederation        Constitutional Convention

28. At the Constitutional Convention of 1787, delegates from the small states supported the idea of

(1) establishing a strong national executive branch

(2) levying taxes on exports

(3) popular election of Senators

(4) equal representation for the states in the national legislature

29. The United States Government is considered a federal system (federalism) because

(1) the people elect national officials 

(2) powers are divided between the national and state governments 

(3) foreign policy is handled by state governments
(4) each state has equal representation in the United States Senate

30. The United States Constitution grants certain powers only to the Federal Government. These powers are called

(1) police powers

(2) reserved powers

(3) concurrent powers

(4) expressed powers
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Part II

Directions: Write your answers to the questions that follow in the spaces provided.

Base your answers to questions 1 through 3 on the excerpt below and on your knowledge of social studies.






































































































































































































































1.    Identify two groups in the population that supported the Federalist position. 

(1) _________________________________________________________________

(2) __________________________________________________________________

2. Why did the Antifederalists oppose the ratification of the Constitution? _______

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What was the name of the solution that allowed the Antifederalists to be more in favor of the Constitution? _____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Base your answers to questions 4 and 5 on the quotation below and your knowledge of social studies.


1. What issue concerns this delegate? ______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What compromise on this issue was adopted in the United States Constitution?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Debate over Ratification of the United States Constitution


Speaker A: “Our liberty depends on guaranteed individual rights. Citizens with these rights will be able to make decisions for the good of the whole nation.”


Speaker B: “I admire your optimism; however, only a well-educated group of elected officials


should be trusted to make decisions for the good of all.”


Speaker A: “We must not allow the rule of a few privileged officials to overpower the will of average citizens.”


Speaker B: “A strong central government, composed of elected officials, will be acting in the best interests of all citizens.”


Speaker A: “I fear you are ignoring the needs of the people. There must be a guarantee that the


freedoms of citizens will not be trampled over by a strong national government.”








State			Ratification Date





Delaware		Dec. 17, 1787


Pennsylvania		Dec. 12, 1787


New Jersey		Dec. 18, 1787


Georgia 		Jan. 2, 1788


Connecticut		Jan. 9, 1788


Massachusetts		Feb. 6, 1788


Maryland		April 28, 1788


South Carolina	May 23, 1788


New Hampshire	June 21, 1788


Virginia		June 25, 1788


New York		July 26, 1788


North Carolina	Nov. 21, 1789


Rhode Island		May 29, 1790








The Ratification Struggle











Who











Why




















Where





Federalists


(supporters)


Merchants, shippers, plantation owners, upper classes





Wanted stability and order

















Coastal trading towns, middle states, and south





Antifederalists


(opponents)


Rural farmers, lower classes








Feared too much power; no guarantee of individual rights; thought power would go to a small group of people





New England, frontier areas in small states





“To proclaim a national legislature with representation based on population is to proclaim tyranny for New Jersey and small states like it.”





-Anonymous delegate, Constitutional Convention, 1787








