AIM:  How were the rights of African Americans restricted in the years after Reconstruction?

Do Now:

Former "Literacy" (Voting) Test from Alabama

The following test was given to prospective Black voters (prior to the 1965 Voting Rights Act) in Alabama. The test was administered at the discretion of the registrar, who also determined what questions to ask, what constituted a passing score, and so on - the idea being that no Black would ever pass. See how well you do! 

1. A United States senator elected in November takes office the following year on what date? 

2. The Constitution limits the size of the District of Columbia to what? 

3. The electoral vote for president is counted in the presence of what two bodies? 

4. Of the 13 original states, the one with the most representation in Congress was which? 

5. If the election of the president becomes the duty of the House, and it fails to act, who becomes president, and when? 

6. If a state is a party to a case, the Constitution provides that original jurisdiction shall be in what court? 

7. If an effort to impeach the president of the United States is made, who presides at the trial? 

8. When the Constitution was approved by the original colonies, how many states had to ratify it in order for it to be in effect? 

9. Persons opposed to swearing an oath may say instead, "I solemnly ____?" 

10. If it were proposed to join Alabama and Mississippi to form one state, what groups would have to vote approval for this to be done?

1.  What happened if a person could not pass a literacy test?  

2.  Who were literacy tests given to?

3.  What was the goal of literacy tests?  Were they fair?  Why or why not?
Document 1- Poll Tax
[image: image1.jpg]Democracy’s Turnstile

VOTE HERE
(1 Yo
anagtord i)





http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dspolitic/Frame.htm
1. What are these people waiting outside the building to do?
2. What do they have to pay before they enter?

3.  How do you think this restriction affected freedmen?  Why?

4.  Do you think this is fair?  Why or why not?

Document 2- Grandfather Clause

“Sec. 5. No male person who was on January 1st, 1867, or at any date prior, entitled to vote under the Constitution of the United States, and no son or grandson of any such person, shall be denied the right to register and vote in this State by reason of his failure to possess the educational or property qualifications prescribed by this Constitution…” 

Source: "Constitution of the State of Louisiana, Adopted May 12, 1898," in Walter L. Fleming, ed., Documentary History of Reconstruction, Vol. 2 (Cleveland, Ohio: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1906), 451–453.

1.  What is the source of this excerpt?
2.  According to this law, if your grandfather could vote in 1867 or earlier, what  right are you guaranteed?

3. a) Were African Americans allowed to vote in the South before 1868?

    b) How do you think this law affected African Americans?  How did affect whites?
Document 3
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Vending-machine in Jackson, Tennessee
1.  What are some things that you notice in these two photographs that are different from today?
2.  What other types of places were segregated in the South?  What were these laws called?

3.  What effect do you think segregation had on African-Americans and society in general?

Document 4
Plessy v. Ferguson

On June 7, 1892, an African-American man named Homer Plessy was jailed for sitting in the "White" car of the East Louisiana Railroad.  Under Louisiana law, Plessy was considered black and therefore required to sit in the "Colored" car. Plessy went to court and argued, that the Separate Car Act violated the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution. The court disagreed, and Plessy lost.  

The Plessy decision set the precedent that "separate" facilities for blacks and whites were constitutional as long as they were "equal." The "separate but equal" doctrine was quickly extended to cover many areas of public life, such as restaurants, theaters, restrooms, and public schools.   

http://www.watson.org/~lisa/blackhistory/post-civilwar/plessy.html
1.  According to the Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson, were segregated public facilities legal?  Under what conditions?

2.  In reality, were publicly segregated facilities really equal?  How do you think this affected people living in the South?
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Document 5
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAkkk.htm
“There has existed since 1868, in many counties of the state, an organization known as the Ku Klux Klan, or Invisible Empire of the South, which embraces in its membership a large proportion of the white population of every profession and class... The Klan is inflicting summary vengeance on the colored citizens of these citizens by breaking into their houses at the dead of night, dragging them from their beds, torturing them in the most inhuman manner, and in many instances murdering.” 

· Ulysses S. Grant, 1871
1.  According to the quote, who was a part of the Ku Klux Klan?  

2.  What kinds of things did the Ku Klux Klan do?

3.  Why do you think the Ku Klux Klan did these things?  Do you think their tactics worked?  

Task:  You are an African-American living in the South shortly after the Reconstruction period.  Imagine some of the hardships you have gone through, and how some of your rights as a free citizen have been taken away.   Write a letter to Congress asking for help.  Explain what life is like for you, what rights have been taken away from you, and why you need help.  Letters will be read in class.

Dear Members of Congress:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Sincerely,   
