AIM: Why did the Progressives want reform and how did they try to gain it?  
Do Now:  As you watch the short video clip, answer the following questions:

1.  What did News 12 Long Island do an 


investigative report on, and why?

2.  What did we learn from this report that we might not have known if we didn’t watch the news?

3.  What do you think would happen if this news 


story was never reported?  Has this changed your 

view on fast food?

4.  Why is reporting like this important to our 


society?

 “These rats were nuisances, and the packers would put poisoned bread out for them; they would die, and then rats, bread, and meat would go into the hoppers together.”







Upton Sinclair - The Jungle
1. What is the source of this quote?

2. What do you think this book is about?  What is Sinclair talking about?  What present day controversy does this remind you of?
3.  What do you think happened as a result of thousands of people reading this book?
4.  Upton Sinclair was known as a “muckraker”.  What do you think this means?
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Answer the following questions as you watch this 2 ½ minute video clip:

1. How did many Americans find out about the horrible conditions in factories and slums?

2. What social or political problems did Ida Tarbell expose, and how?  
3. What was overall goal of the progressives?

Task: Answer the following questions based on documents with a partner.  We will discuss the answers as a class when you all are finished.  
Document 1
http://womenshistory.about.com/od/quotes/a/ida_tarbell.htm

“Rockefeller and his associates did not build the Standard Oil Co. in the board rooms of Wall Street banks. They fought their way to control by rebate and drawback, bribe and blackmail, espionage and price cutting, by ruthless ... efficiency of organization.”
Source: “The History of the Standard Oil Company”, Ida Tarbell
1. Who wrote this quote, and who is the quote about?

2. Describe two tactics she mentions that Standard Oil used.

3. How do you think people reacted when they read about these ‘ruthless’ tactics used by corporations such as Standard Oil Co.?
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Document 2
http://www.gps.edu/amhistory/gildedage/cartoons.htm

1. How is the Standard Oil Company portrayed in this cartoon?  Name three things it is strangling.

2. What is the tentacle reaching towards in the far background of the cartoon?  What do you think this means?

3. What is the point of view of the author of this cartoon?  

4. If this cartoon was published in hundreds of newspapers, what effect do you think it could have on the American people?

Document 3
http://www.masters-of-photography.com/R/riis/riis_italian_ragpicker_full.html
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Taken by Jacob Riis
1.  Observe this photograph closely.  What do you see?  
2.  What can you infer about the people in this photograph?  What do you think life was like for these people?  
3.  Why do you think a photograph like this would help to encourage reform?
_____________________________________________________

1.  We have studied different methods that people have used to obtain change and reform.  Why did the Progressives want reform and how did they try to gain it?    
2.  What are some other methods that people use now and have used in the past to obtain reform throughout the world?  What, in your opinion, is the best method for change?  Why?
