AIM:  Why is the Bill of Rights important to citizens of the United States?

Do Now: In your opinion, what is the most important right you have?  Why?

________________________________________________

The Bill of Rights

· The original Constitution did not list basic freedoms of the people.  In fact, several states, such as __________ refused to ratify the Constitution until they were promised that a Bill of Rights was added.

· By December 1791, the first _______________ to the Constitution were ratified and became known as the Bill of Rights.
· The Bill of Rights was written to ensure that the National Government would not be able to take away people’s basic freedoms and ______________
TASK:  On the following pages, five of the original ten amendments in the Bill of Rights are listed exactly as they appear in the Constitution.  After we read the Amendments as a class, explain what each amendment means in your own words.  Work with a partner.  

Amendment I:  Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peacefully to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
What does this mean in your own words?

Amendment II:  A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

What does this mean in your own words?

Amendment III:  No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

What does this mean in your own words?

Amendment IV:  The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

What does this mean in your own words?

Amendment VIII:  Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

What does this mean in your own words?
______________________________________________

Why is the Bill of Rights important to citizens of the United States?

Homework:  In two paragraphs, summarize the Newsday article from Monday, February 27th, 2006.  Explain what Amendment from the Bill of Rights the article deals with and what role it plays in the story.
