TEST: THE CONSTITUTION

Chapters 7 and 8

7th grade American History

Mr. Walsh

Directions: Choose the letter to the best answer to each question.

1. The first written constitution to the United States of America was

a. The Declaration of Independence

c. The Bill of Rights


b. The Articles of Confederation

d. The Constitution

2. The Articles of Confederation did not work because


a. the central government was too weak


b. the central government was too strong


c. the President was too strong


d. the state governments were too weak

3. The Articles of Confederation


a. provided no military

c. provided no power to tax

b. provided no President
d. all of the above
4. Why did the framers of the Articles of Confederation create a weak government?


a. they made a mistake


b. the states didn’t get along


c. they were afraid of having a government with too much power


d. they were ignorant

5. What was the significance of Shay’s Rebellion?


a. it demonstrated how strong the militia of Massachusetts was


b. it showed how strong farmers could be


c. it showed how unfair taxes are


d. it showed how weak the Articles of Confederation really were

6. The Constitution was written 


a. to replace the Articles of Confederation

b. to declare independence from England

c. to set up an alliance with France

d. to create a weaker government

7. When the Constitution was written, what compromise dealt with the issue of slavery?

a. The Great Compromise
c. The Missouri Compromise


b. The 3/5 Compromise

d. The Federalist Compromise

8.  The ___________ worked out a settlement that called for a House of Representatives and a Senate.


a. New Jersey Plan
c. Great Compromise


b. Virginia Plan 

d. 3/5 Compromise

9. The New Jersey Plan called for a Congress that


a. had equal representation from each state


b. accepted slaves as representation


c. had representation based on population

d. denied slaves as representation

10. When writing the Constitution, large states wanted


a. two houses in Congress


b. equal representation in Congress


c. representation in Congress based on population


d. slaves to count as population for representation

11. The 3/5 Compromise said that


a. 3/5 of slaves will be counted as population for representation


b. all slaves will be counted as population for representation


c. no slaves will be counted as population for representation

d. Congress will have a Senate and a House of Representatives

12. The ____________ has an equal number of representatives from each state.


a. Congress



c. Supreme Court


b. House of Representatives
d. Senate

13. The ________ has representatives based on population from each state.


a. Congress



c. Supreme Court


b. House of Representatives
d. Senate

14. Southern states wanted


a. slaves to be counted as population for representation


b. slaves not to be counted as population for representation


c. equal representation in Congress

d. representation in Congress based on population

15. This man’s essays about natural rights- life, liberty, and property- influenced the founding fathers when writing the Constitution.


a. Baron de Montesquieu
c. Thomas Jefferson


b. King George III

d. John Locke

16. This man’s thoughts on the separation of powers into three branches- judicial, legislative, and executive- influenced the founding fathers when writing the Constitution.


a. Baron de Montesquieu
c. Thomas Jefferson


b. King George III

d. John Locke

17. This document from England during the 1200’s listed and protected basic rights of English citizens.


a. Ten Commandments

c. The Bill of Rights


b. Magna Carta


d. The Mayflower Compact

18.  Federalists


a. wanted to ratify the Constitution


b. thought the Constitution gave the government too much power


c. wanted a weak government


d. did not want to ratify the Constitution

19. How were Anti-Federalists in New York convinced to ratify the Constitution?

a. inclusion of a Bill of Rights


b. they were threatened


c. they were convinced due to the reading of the Federalist Papers


d. New York never ratified the Constitution

20. People who were afraid that the Constitution gave the government too much power and did not want it to be ratified were called


a. loyalists


c. Federalists


b. rebels


d. Anti-Federalists

21. Virginia was convinced to ratify the Constitution only after what was promised to be included?


a. the 13th Amendment

c. the elastic clause


b. the Bill of Rights

d. the National Bank

22. The introduction or opening statement to the Constitution is called


a. The Bill of Rights

c. The Declaration of Independence


b. The Preamble


d. The Articles of Confederation

23. The purpose of the Preamble to the Constitution is to


a. protect freedom of speech


b. protect freedom of religion


c. state the goals that the Constitution sets out to do


d. set up the Supreme Court

24. Under the separation of powers, the three branches of our government are


a. judicial, legislative, reserved


b. reserved, delegated, concurrent


c. executive, delegated, reserved


d. executive, judicial, legislative

25. The Legislative branch


a. makes the laws





b. enforces the laws


c. breaks the laws


d. interprets the laws

26. The Judicial branch


a. makes the laws


b. enforces the laws


c. breaks the laws


d. interprets the laws

27. The Executive Branch


a. makes the laws


b. enforces the laws


c. breaks the laws


d. interprets the laws

28. Judicial Review is when


a. the President says no to a proposed Bill


b. the Supreme Court rules a law unconstitutional


c. the Congress overrides a Presidential veto


d. the President appoints a judge to the Supreme Court

29. The President can check the Congress by


a. overriding a veto


b. appointing a Supreme Court judge


c. impeaching himself


d. vetoing a Bill

30. How can Congress override a Presidential veto?


a. majority vote

c. 2/3 vote


b. 3/5 vote


d. 3/4 vote

31. Impeach means to 


a. kick the President out of office


b. bring the President up on formal charges


c. kick a Congressman out of office


d. veto a bill

32. The government is divided into State Governments and the Federal Government, and each has its own powers.  This concept is called

a. Federalism


c. Checks and Balances


b. Separation of Powers

d Popular Sovereignty 

33. ____________ are powers that only the States have.


a. Delegated powers

c. Reserved powers


b. Concurrent powers

d. Federal

34. Declaring war is an example of a 


a. Delegated power

c. Reserved power


b. Concurrent power

d. Presidential power

35. Establishing a school system is an example of a 


a. Delegated power

c. Reserved power


b. Concurrent power

d. Presidential power

36. Making laws and taxing are examples of 


a. Delegated powers

c. Reserved powers


b. Concurrent powers

d. Presidential powers

37.  The Bill of Rights 


a. is the first 27 Amendments to the Constitution


b. gives women the right to vote


c. tells us what powers Congress has

d. is the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution
38.  The purpose of the Bill of Rights 


a. is to list and protect the natural rights of U.S. citizens

b. is to create a Justice System


c. is to punish criminals


d. is to make the central government stronger

39. What Amendment would protect you from getting your hands chopped off for stealing a lollypop from 7-11?


a. 8th 


c. 4th

b. 1st


d. 2nd
40. What Amendment protects you from the police bashing your front door in and wrecking your house while searching for something without a warrant?


a. 1st 


c. 4th

b. 2nd


d. 3rd
41. The first Amendment protects your


a. life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness


b. right to bear arms


c. freedom of speech, religion, and press


d. right to a fair trial

42.  What Amendment protects your right to bear arms?


a. 2nd 


c. 8th


b. 1st 


d. 4th
43. What % of Congress has to vote “yes” for a Bill to become a Law the first time around?


a. 2/3



c. 3/5


b. ¾



d. Majority

44. How is an Amendment passed?


a. 2/3 Congress vote and ¾ State’s vote yes


b. Supreme Court votes yes


c. the people vote yes


d. majority of Congress vote yes

45.  Popular Sovereignty means


a. the President has the final say in all matters


b. the people have the final power by voting


c. the Congress is all powerful


d. the Supreme Court has the final say in all matters

46. A representative government is one in which


a. one person represents all of the people


b. everybody has a direct say in what happens in government


c. people elect leaders to represent them in government


d. government owns all businesses

47.  The “Elastic Clause” gives Congress 


a. the power to do whatever it wants


b. the power to impeach the President


c. a limit on the things it can do


d. the power to make any laws which are “necessary and proper”

48. Which of the following is not a power of Congress?

a. to make the Nation’s laws


b. to control how much money the government spends


c. to decide if a law is constitutional


d. to impeach federal officials

49. In a limited government


a. government is very weak


b. government is very strong


c. government has only the powers that people give it


d. government has almost no power

50.  In our system of democracy, final political power rests with the


a. U.S. Supreme Court

c. President of the U.S.


b. U.S. Congress


d. people of the U.S.
BONUS:

 
Who are the two Senators that currently represent New York?
