Mr. Walsh

8th Grade Social Studies

Chapter 16- Constructed Response Examination

Causes of the Civil War

Directions:


Read each document and answer the questions that follow


the document on a separate sheet of paper.

Document 1


1. According to the Compromise of 1850, how were Utah and New Mexico to decide if they entered the Union as a free or slave state?

2. What state was admitted as a free state in 1850?

3. What law was included in the Compromise of 1850 that angered northerners?

4. What evidence is there on the map to show a past compromise?
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Document 2



Simon Legree beating Tom



from Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe, 1852

5.  What did Uncle Tom’s Cabin illustrate about slavery?

6. What was the impact of Uncle Tom’s Cabin on Northerner’s opinion of slavery? 
7. What is shown in the above picture that led abolitionists to want to eliminate the institution of slavery?

Document 3
Excerpt from Dred Scott v. Sanford, Supreme Court decision, 1857
“… upon full and careful consideration of the subject, the court is of the opinion that, upon the facts stated…Dred Scott was not a citizen of Missouri within the meaning of the constitution of the United States and not entitled as such to sue in its courts…”

8. According to this excerpt, what rights were denied to Dred Scott?

9. Why did Dred Scott feel that he had the right to be free?

10. Why was the North so angered about the Dred Scott decision?

Document 4
Excerpts from the 1858 Lincoln-Douglas debates.
“I have always taken and now occupy the ground that the people of a territory, like those of a state, have a right to decide for themselves whether slavery shall or shall not exist… if each state will only agree to mind its own business, and let its neighbors alone, there will be peace forever between us.”









-Stephen Douglas

“The Republican party thinks slavery is wrong- we think it is a moral, a social, and a political wrong.  We think it is a wrong that affects the existence of the whole nation.”









-Abraham Lincoln
11. How did Stephen Douglas feel territories should decide whether they were going to be slave states or free states?  What is this called?
12. What political party did Stephen Douglas belong to ?

13. How did Abraham Lincoln feel about slavery?

14. What did the Republican Party want to do about slavery?

Document 5
Excerpt from a speech by Albert Gallatin, a Mississippi polititian, 1860

“The Northerners hate us now, and they teach their children in their schools and churches to hate our children…the John Brown raid… the abolitionists among us, tell the tale…The North is accumulating power, and it means to use that power to emancipate (free) your slaves…Disunion a fearful thing, but emancipation is worse.  Better leave the union in the open face of day, than be lighted from it at midnight by the arsonist’s torch.”
15. What did John Brown try to do at Harper’s Ferry?  Why?

16. How did the North feel about John Brown’s raid?

17. Why did some Southerners, like the Mississippi politician above, want to secede from the Union after hearing about John Brown’s raid?

Document 6
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18. Which region of the country did most of Lincoln’s support come from?
19. Why did the South secede after the Election of 1860? 

20. What Fort did the South attack after they seceded that started the Civil War?
Document 7
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21. What did the Kansas-Nebraska Act say?

22. What was the main goal of the Free-Soil Party?

23. In what way did the Kansas-Nebraska Act repeal the Missouri Compromise?

24. Describe the violent that the Kansas-Nebraska Act led to.

25. Who is the man in the picture shoving a slave down the throat of a free-soiler?
