	.
	Write the phrase “terrible things” on the board. Elicit comments from students about what they would consider terrible things. Students may respond with words like war, bombs, terrorism, hate, fear, prejudice, and death. List their responses on the board and then allow a 15-minute discussion for students to discuss the “terrible things” that they have seen or heard. Ask them to think about whether or not “terrible things” can be avoided.

	2.
	Ask students to define the word allegory and discuss. You want them to understand that an allegory is an extended metaphor where objects or characters stand for something else. Allegories usually have a larger message or moral.

	3.
	Read aloud the story Terrible Things: An Allegory of the Holocaust by Eve Bunting.

	4.
	Ask students why they think this story is an allegory. What do the animals stand for? Why don’t the animals in the story help one another? Have students brainstorm with a partner and discuss possible reasons with the class.

	5.
	Ask students to select an animal mentioned in the story. Could that animal have done anything to stop the “terrible things” from happening? What are some possible things that the animal could have done to help the others who were being taken away? Allow students to respond in their journals. After 10 minutes, have students share their journal response with their partners. Then have volunteers share responses with the class.



Homework (Due at the beginning of Session 2): Have students respond to the following prompts in their journals:

· Why do people sometimes hurt each other? How do they justify doing so?

· How can you connect the animals in the story to your life?

